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The Mexican government has arrested three more military officers on charges of collaborating
with drug traffickers. Brig. Gen. Ricardo Martinez Perea, Captain Pedro Maya Diaz, and Lieutenant
Ricardo Antonio Quevedo were placed in custody in early April on charges of providing protection
to the Tamaulipas-based Gulf drug cartel.
The Gulf Cartel is led by prominent drug traffickers Humberto and Juan Garcia Abrego, Osiel
Cardenas Guillen, and Gilberto Garcia Mena. Garcia Abrego was recently extradited to the US (see
SourceMex, 2001-01-24). The Secretaria de Defensa Nacional (SEDENA) said the three officers were
detained as part of a sting operation against the Gulf Cartel that also resulted in the arrest of Raul
Antonio Rodriguez, mayor of the city of Miguel Aleman.
Sources at the military prosecutor's office (Procuraduria General de Justicia Militar, PGJM) said
Martinez Perea and the two other officers, who were based in the city of Nuevo Laredo, had been
assigned to conduct anti-drug operations in Miguel Aleman and Ciudad Camargo. "They never
arrested anyone nor seized a single drug shipment," said a military source. Martinez Perea is the
sixth Mexican army general arrested on drug-related charges since 1997.
The most prominent case involved Gen. Jesus Rebollo Gutierrez, who was arrested while serving as
director of the Mexican government's anti-drug agency. Gutierrez Rebollo was accused of providing
protection to the Juarez drug cartel, formed by the late Amado Carrillo Flores (see SourceMex,
1997-02-26).
Gens. Francisco Quiros Hermosillo and Arturo Acosta Chaparro were arrested in 2000, also for
protecting the Juarez cartel (see SourceMex, 2000-09-20). The two other generals arrested on drugrelated charges are Alfredo Navarro Lara and Jorge Mariano Maldonado Vega. Both held the rank of
brigadier general.
The latest arrests are part of President Vicente Fox's campaign to root out corruption in all
government entities, including the armed forces. The campaign is also directed against drug
traffickers and organized crime. But the effort only seems to have motivated drug traffickers, who
have taken repeated actions to challenge the new president, including organizing the escape of a
prominent cartel leader from a federal prison in January (see SourceMex, 2001-01-24).
Additionally, drug traffickers have attempted to intimidate Defense Secretary Gen. Clemente
Vega to force him to back off on drug-related investigations of the military. In recent testimony
to Congress, Vega said he and his family have received telephone threats from drug traffickers.
FBI says drug traffickers have targeted Chihuahua governor Drug traffickers are also said to be
behind the attempted assassination of Chihuahua Gov. Patricio Martinez in January. Martinez, who
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underwent surgery at a hospital in Arizona, was able to resume his duties as governor of Chihuahua
in mid- March.
Investigators said Martinez was shot by a disgruntled former employee, although allegations
surfaced that the attempt may have been orchestrated by drug traffickers. Those allegations
surfaced again in April in a report published by the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). The
report did not directly link drug traffickers to the attempt against Martinez, but the FBI said its
investigations revealed that Juarez cartel leader Vicente Carrillo Fuentes had targeted Martinez
for assassination. The report said the information, obtained by the FBI office in El Paso, Texas, was
passed on to Mexican authorities. ]

Drug cartels increasing cooperation among themselves
The government's anti-drug campaigns, begun by former President Ernesto Zedillo and continued
by Fox, appear to have brought unprecedented cooperation among Mexico's principal drug cartels.
Jose Luis Santiago Vasconcelos, who heads Mexico's drug enforcement agency (Fiscalia Especial
de Atencion a los Delitos contra la Salud, FEADS), said the three cartels developed a new structure
three years ago that more clearly defines operating territories and creates a new mechanism for
communications.
Santiago said the cartels have divided their territories into cells set up to coordinate drug operations
and provide assistance to one another. While this occurs primarily within each cartel, there is some
cooperation among the three major cartels: Juarez, Gulf, and Tijuana. The new structure makes it
more difficult to weaken a cartel through the arrest of a key leader. For example, the Gulf cartel
survived the arrest of Garcia Mena in early April because the organization was set up for others to
move in quickly to fill the void, Santiago told the daily business newspaper El Financiero. Garcia,
known as "El June," is being held at the maximum-security Amoloya federal prison in Mexico
state. (Sources: Reuters, 04/02/01; Reuters, 04/05/01; El Economista, 04/06/01; Excelsior, La Jornada,
Novedades, 04/06/01; El Financiero, 04/16/01; Reforma, 03/19/01, 04/06/01, 04/17/01; Associated
Press, CNI en Linea, 04/17/01; El Universal, 04/17/01, 04/18/01; The News, 04/18/01)
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